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About Hidden Trails

Hidden Trails is owned and operated by natwe enthusiasts who love horses and
adventure activities. We have been involved with riding and other outdoor vacations for
over 20 vears.

With our pariners Voyage du Cheval (France), Pegasus (Germany) as well as Equitour
(Switzerland and France) we have collected the best riding destinations all over the world
in some hidden places we would like to share with vou.

These rides are about galloping on endless beaches, forging rivers, cantering through
forests, trotting along age-old trails, gazing at beantiful vistas and encountering foreign
cultures. But most of all, these trips are about getting away from the cvcle of too much
work and never enough free time.

Escape from the rituals, which long ago froze our nights and days into litle more than
routine and away from the worries of our new tense times. It is so satisfying when we take
the plhinge of adventure - it's unfortunate that we invent so many reasons to put aside living
our dreams of adventure. It is sometimes a tangled web that we weave through life. Some
of the threads reveal a work-a-day world of commitments, duties and obligations. Other
threads are of a quiet fabric of hope, responsibility and refreshment.

On owr adveniures you see the real country, its back countrv and meet the locals. The
love for horses has no boundaries but possesses a common language we all speak and
understand. The majority of the overseas rides are from inn to in, some from castle to
castle and a few are camping rides.

You will experience new countries and their customs and make new friends. The Hidden
Trails trips are the best you can find.

They have been tested by our staff or associates and received our stamp of approval. If
vou are considering a special riding vacation anywhere in the world, call us first and let our
experienced consultants match the perfect trip with your dream.

We will listen to yvou and give you objective adwvice to help you choose the best destination
and adventure.

Your vacation is the most precious time of the year and we are committed to making it the
most memorable time of your life. Wherever you go, have a great time and bring back
some peace of mind.

Thank vou for your continued support.

Hidden Trails

Phone: 604-323-1141

Fax: 604-323-1148

Toll Free: 1-888-9-TRAILS

from within the USA or Canada or

E-mail: info/@hiddentrails. com
Website: www.hiddentrails.com

Address:

659A Moberly Road, Vancouver BC Canada V5Z 4B3 or
4406 Tennyson Road, Willmington, DE 19202 USA

Toll Free from the U.K.:
Ph: 0- 808 189-0420
Fax: 0-808-280-1860

Toll Free Worldwide:
Slkype: hiddentrails
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Owens Valley Horse Drive - USA, North America

Tour Code: HDCAO1
4 days / 4 nights ~$1,850.00
Dates: June & Sept

Trip Rating | *999€
Difficulty - el

Lodging: dvdh easie

Tack: Western

Mostly quarterhorse mix
alk, trot, canter

Wallk, Trot, Canter,

Airport: Mammoth Yosemite Airport
[MMH)

S
flCreet Drive

Introduction
California, USA

Drive 80 head of horses and mules over 80 miles between the winter range in the Owens Valley and the summer
headguarters in the High Sierra. The drives start early in the morning in order to move during the cool of the day.
Camp is made early afternoon. The cook and camp crew have a comfortable camp set up in advance of each
arrival. There's all the good food you can eat served chuck wagon style and a place to swim at most every camp.
Tents are provided, but many prefer to sleep under the stars. Just bring your sleeping bag and personal gear. The
riding groups consist of people from many different walks of life and location, but all share a love of the out of
doors and a good horse to ride. Each guest will be fit to their own horse and saddle for the duration of the trip.
Bring your own saddle if you wish.

This is one ofthe slower horse drives we offer, but you should have some prior riding experience to join this trip.

All participants are required to fill out and sign a Release Form before starting the trip!

Accomodation

Accommodation
This is a pack trip and all nights are spent camping.

Description

We have a wide variety of tents available (single, double, or family), 5o please letus know what type you prefer if
you have not already. There is a solar shower and privy with toilet seat and tent at the campsite. There is no
generator on our frips — no electrical source is available.

We do not provide ground mats or sleeping bags, so you must bring your own!

Spring Drive Accommadation ltinerary - subject to changes based on availability
Night 1: Camp near Independence

Night 2: Camp at Keough's Hot Springs

Might 3: Camp near Millpond (shower facilities)

Might 4: Camp in Jeffrey Pine Forest (swimming pond to rinse off )

Fall Drive Accommodation ltinerary - subject to changes based on availability

Might 1: Camp in Wells Meadow (solar showers)
Might 2: Camp at Keough's Hot Springs
Night 3: Camp near Taboose Creek (solar showers)

Meals

Food is typically sourced from local establishments. We strive to provide a deluxe dining experience and tailor our
menus to reflect the tastes of our guests. The Pack Station does not boil or treat water. Campsites are remote
enough that we feel safe in using water. If you want to purify water, please bring your own filter pump or
purification tablets.

Alcohol is notincluded in this trip, but guests are free to bring their own.

Spring Drive
All meals from dinner on Day 1 to dinner on the last night are included.

Fall Drive
All meals from breakfast on Day 1 to lunch on the last day are included.

Dietary Restrictions
We can cater to vegetarians with prior notice.
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Riding experience is considered when fitting you for a mount There are plenty of horses and mules to choose
from to fit your expertise. Qur crew will help you get comfortable before we leave the pack station. We ride as few
as 2 hours or as many as 6 hours in a day. Although you don't have to be an excellent rider to participate in the
horse drive, some time in the saddle is beneficial. The pace is faster (lots of trotting) and there are a number of
hours in the saddle.

Horses

Approximately 130 horses and mules are the backbone of the operation. Pack mules carry the provisions for trail
riders, hikers, and those wishing to have their gear packed to a wilderness campsite. Mules typically carry 150-
240 pounds of equipment, food and dunnage and work from June through September. During the off season,
livestock graze fields in the Owens Valley.

Horses and mules come to the pack station as four to five year old green broke. After a couple of years of training
they spend up to another twenty to twenty-five years working in the Sierra.

Guides

Each year young men and women bring youth and enthusiasm to a crew of senior packers and cooks. Most of the
crew come from ranch backgrounds and once they start packing with us, they have a hard time ever leaving. Every
member of the crew carries on the traditions of the talented men and women who started the business in the
1940s. New employees learn the trails, traditions, and develop skills to serve another generation of guests. Only
the most able, hard working and those with exceptional people skills succeed as staff.

Itinerary
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Sample Itinerary: Spring Drive - subject to changes

Day 0 (Friday): Arrival

Arrive by 4:30pm on Friday in Rock Creek. Meeting is at the Lower Corral of the Pack Station (where the drive
ends). Avan will take you to camp, 10 miles northeast of Independence, the horse’s winter range. We have dinner
together and go over the trip itinerary.

Meals included: Dinner

Camping near Blackrock

Day 1 (Saturday): Thibaut Field to Big Pine

Breakfast at dawn and we leave the corral at 7:00am. The riders head out for the first 4 miles along the aqueduct
and get used to their horses. When the horses catch up with us, we keep the horses held back as we ride east of
the Owens River. There is alkaline grass meadows, tules, sage brush, camel thorn and plenty of dust. We stop
for lunch at 10:30 to 11:00 am alongside of the Owens River. Those wanting to get off and head to the hot springs
and camp on Baker Creek can take the afternoon off. The afternoon ride is approximately 4 hours past
Tinnemaha Reservoir and up the Valley. Its tough riding in the heat over 100 degrees...its the real thing. We swim
inthe huge pool at Keoughs Hot Springs and camp alongside Big Pine Creek.

Meals included. Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Camping at Big Fine Creek

Day 2 {Sunday): Zurich to Bishop

We start at dawn and spend 4 hours riding along the base of the Inyo Mountains. Spectacular views of the
Palisade Glacier and the Sierra Nevada. We follow the old narrow gauge railroad and ride through the ruins of the
old farms and ranches of the Owens Valley. After lunch, we cross highway 395...always one of the highlights of
the trip. Those wanting to head to camp early can get off at lunch. We ride for 3 more hours in the afternoon and
skirt the southside of Bishop. We celebrate the evening with fiddlin, guitar playing, and plenty of ice cream and
cake.

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Camping at Millpond

Day 3 (Monday): Bishop to Swall Meadows

We travel the stock drive route through Round Valley and start to climb up Old Sherwin Grade on the original
wagon road. The sagebrush gives way to pinyon pine forest. We spend our last night in Jeffrey Pine Forest
alternating with meadows and Alders alongside of streams that come out of springs just above camp. We have a
panoramic view of the White Mountains and you can see where we rode up through the Owens and Round
Valleys.

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Camping at Swail Meadows

Day 4 (Tuesday): Swall Meadows to Upper Rock Creek

We climb up Sand Canyon and follow the original wagon road into Rock Creek Lake. In less than two hours, we
are at 9-10,000 fi riding through high mountain meadows with the snow covered peaks surrounding us. After a
leisurely lunch, we ride to the East Fork of Rock Creek and take the trail down to the Lower Corral. Expectto be at
your cars by 3:00pm. We host a celebration banguet at 6:00pm in Bishop. Some people leave that afternoon
before the banquet. If you stay (we recommend you do!) you should book a room in Bishop for that night.

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Sample ltinerary: Fall Drive - subject to changes

Day 1 (Saturday): Arrival 8 Ride to Wells Meadow

Arrive by 6:30am in Bishop in the parking lot Morth of the City Hall and Fire Station. Entrance to the parking lot is
directly across from the Wash Tub coin-op laundry at 237 North Warren Street. We then take you to Rock Creek for
breakfast and leave from Lower Corral at around 9:00am. Leave Lower Corral at the pack station (9,000f) and
then climb to the old wagon trail and then descend to Round Valley. There is approximately a 4,000 f elevation
drop as we come down the Sand Canyon and hitthe old stock trail. We camp at the base of Wheeler Ridge. We
get into camp at about 4:30pm.

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Camping at Weils Meadow

Day 2 (Sunday): Wells Meadow to Keough's Hot Springs

We skirt Round Valley and Bishop. Some of the roads are paved and the majority dirt roads beneath the power
lines. We leave at 8:00am and have lunch on Bishop Creek at noon and then take another 2 hours to the corrals
at Warm Springs. We van guests to stay at Keough's Hot Springs. This is an easier day.In September—
temperatures are often in the 80's in the afterncon.

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Camping at Keough's Hot Springs
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Day 3 (Monday): Warm Sprnngs to Aberdeen Station

We leave the corrals and ride for an hour down Warm Springs Road and cross the Owen’'s River. Another 4 hours
of riding on the eastside of Owen's River takes us through salt grass meadows and the alkaline sage flats ofthe
Owen's Valley. Lunch at Zurich. Another four hours in the afternoon brings us to our third night's camp. We
encourage guests that are tired to get off at lunch, and we take them to Taboose Creek.

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Camping at Taboose Creek

Day 4 (Tuesday): Aberdeen Station to the Thibaut Field

Itis about 4-4.5 hour ride along the Owen's River and agueduct to the pasture where the stock are left for the
winter. After lunch, we transport the guests back to Bishop to their cars. We host a celebration banquet at 6:00pm
in Bishop. Some people leave that afternoon before the banguet. If you stay (we recommend you dol) you should
book a room in Bishop for that night.

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Note: This tour is operating under permit with the USDA Forest Service through Special Use Permit on the Inyo
National Forest
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Other Info

Meeting: Spring Drive: Lower Corral of the Pack Station Fall Drive: Bishop
Airport: Mammoth Yosemite Airport (MMH)

Train station: --

Transfer: -

Distance: 50 km / 30 miles

Transfers are not available for this trip. It is best to rent a car and drive!
Spring Drive meets at Rock Creek Lower Corral for 4:30pm on Day 0

Fall Drive meets in Bishop for 6:30am on Day 1

Tack: Western

Horses: Mostly quarterhorse mix

Pace: Walk, trot, canter

Walk | Trot | Canter |

Level: a4 (25t0350utof5) Low Intermediate+

PR Ao,
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RAge: Min o
Weight: 240 Ibs
Riders: Min 4 riders Max 25 riders
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Rates and Dates 2024 - HDCAO1

Rates include: Tent accommodations, All meals, Transfers from base & 4 riding days
The Spring drive includes dinner and overnight the day before the ride.
Saddle bags are provided

Packages and Options

A2024 4 day spring horse drive 51850
B 2024 4 day fall horse drive 51850
Tax:} 2

Rates Note:3% charge for USFS fee 8% charge for regulatory taxes

Transfer Option

Description

2024 Spring Drive: Arrive by 4:30pm on Day 0

2024 Fall Drive: Arrive by 6:30am on Day 1

Tour Dates

A 2024 061412024 - 06/18/2024 4d/4n 4 day spring horse drive
B 2024 0914/2024 - 09M7/2024 4d/3n 4 day fall horse drive
Min/Max: 4/25

Rates do not include:Sleeping bag and mat, Alcoholic drinks, Gratuities, Taxes & Transfers to meeting point
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Reservation Form

Tour . Code #: from: to:
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Special Diets:

Your fitness level: Excellanl::_u Moderatefz: Poorf:: How long have you been riding?

How often do you ride? Have you been on other riding tours? Noi ! Yest _} last trip when?

If Hidden Trails offers a transfer from the local airport/station: 1 would like the transfer to be included: YES¢ ) NO'_.'

In an emergency, name and phone number of contact:

Attention: Please, If there Is more than one participant, all have to sign the reservation form - make copies if needed

With my signature | confirm my reservation of the listed program(s) under the Hidden Trails Booking Conditions. I'm aware, and
| made all participants aware of the risk involved with these outdoor adventure activities. All participants have read and agree
with WHidden Trails Booking Conditlons and the Hidden Trails Recreational Activity Release and Indemnity Agreement in this
brochure or as listed on the Internet.

1 (we) will sign and forward the Recreational Activity Release and Indemnity Agreement at least 10 weeks before trip starting date.

Last Name and First Name (The Traveler)

Street e-mail
City State Postal/Zip Code
Phone (wk) (hm) cell Fax
—
Date Signature {mandatory)
Please, charge a 25% deposit (minimum $ 350 per person) now and .
full payment 10 weeks before the travel date to my credit card. Additional Signatures:
For payments by VISA {:l or Mastercard ‘L:l {no debit cards) 2
Cardholder:
3

Card #

3 digit Security # ——-----—— "
Exp.Date: Signaturel!
Billing Address for Credit Card (if different than maling address): Travel Cancellation InSUrance credi card required

_________________________________________________________________________________ Sign me (us)up ..\ initial

| have enclosed a check for the deposit ¢ ) No, we will provide our own (2 initial B

Hidden Tralls Ltd. 659A Moberly Road Vancouver, BC V5Z4B3 FAX: 604-323-1148 Phone: 604-323-1141
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From the U.K.:
Phone 020-323-96201
Fax 0203-004-1200

Skype  hiddentrails

E-mail info@hiddentrails.com
Website www.hiddentrails.com

¥

Office hours:
Mo-Fr 8:30 am to 6 pm
Pacific Standard Time
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