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About Hidden Trails

Hidden Trails is owned and operated by natwe enthusiasts who love horses and
adventure activities. We have been involved with riding and other outdoor vacations for
over 20 vears.

With our pariners Voyage du Cheval (France), Pegasus (Germany) as well as Equitour
(Switzerland and France) we have collected the best riding destinations all over the world
in some hidden places we would like to share with vou.

These rides are about galloping on endless beaches, forging rivers, cantering through
forests, trotting along age-old trails, gazing at beantiful vistas and encountering foreign
cultures. But most of all, these trips are about getting away from the cvcle of too much
work and never enough free time.

Escape from the rituals, which long ago froze our nights and days into litle more than
routine and away from the worries of our new tense times. It is so satisfying when we take
the plhinge of adventure - it's unfortunate that we invent so many reasons to put aside living
our dreams of adventure. It is sometimes a tangled web that we weave through life. Some
of the threads reveal a work-a-day world of commitments, duties and obligations. Other
threads are of a quiet fabric of hope, responsibility and refreshment.

On owr adveniures you see the real country, its back countrv and meet the locals. The
love for horses has no boundaries but possesses a common language we all speak and
understand. The majority of the overseas rides are from inn to in, some from castle to
castle and a few are camping rides.

You will experience new countries and their customs and make new friends. The Hidden
Trails trips are the best you can find.

They have been tested by our staff or associates and received our stamp of approval. If
vou are considering a special riding vacation anywhere in the world, call us first and let our
experienced consultants match the perfect trip with your dream.

We will listen to yvou and give you objective adwvice to help you choose the best destination
and adventure.

Your vacation is the most precious time of the year and we are committed to making it the
most memorable time of your life. Wherever you go, have a great time and bring back
some peace of mind.

Thank vou for your continued support.

Hidden Trails

Phone: 604-323-1141

Fax: 604-323-1148

Toll Free: 1-888-9-TRAILS

from within the USA or Canada or

E-mail: info/@hiddentrails. com
Website: www.hiddentrails.com

Address:

659A Moberly Road, Vancouver BC Canada V5Z 4B3 or
4406 Tennyson Road, Willmington, DE 19202 USA

Toll Free from the U.K.:
Ph: 0- 808 189-0420
Fax: 0-808-280-1860

Toll Free Worldwide:
Slkype: hiddentrails
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Gaucho Pampas Trail Brazil - Brazil, South America

Tour Code: IT-BRRT09
8 days / 7 nights ~§2 980.00
Dates: All year round

Trip Rating : ®999®
Difficulty : el
Lodging: S

Tack: South American Gaucho
saddles

Horses: Criollos

Pace: The pace is varied to include
walk, tr...

Walk,Trot,Canter,

Airport: Florianopolis (FLN)
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Introduction

Santa Catarina, Brazil

Join the legendary Gauchos on a trip across wide open undulating grasslands with rivers, lakes, forests and
remote fazendas (ranches). Come prepared for lots of good forward going riding at all paces! The South
American cowboy refuses to break with tradition which, according to the UNESCO, makes for the liveliest
equestrian culture in the world. The Brazilian Gaucho lives in the southern states of Santa Catarina and Rio
Grande do Sul and all have roots in Europe due to the large numbers of immigrants who arrived in the 18th and
18th centuries.

The adventure starts in Coxilha Rica, a high plateau in the interior of the Southern state of Santa Catarina. Here at
an altitude of about 1000 meters above sea level, in the heart of gaucho territory, you will be welcomed with open
arms. Paul, together with his gaucho companions Roberio and JoZo will be your hosts and riding guides during
your entire riding holiday. For eight days you will be immersed in the most appealing horse culture.

After a traditional first night at Fazenda da Chapada we will saddle up our criollo horses (very comfortable
authentic saddles) and leave for a 6 day trip from fazenda to fazenda. The beauty and huge expanse of the
pampas with its rolling hills is difficult to put into words. Livestock farms (fazendas) with thousands of acres are
the ideal playground to test the temperament of your criollo horse. There are no roads or paths to follow, just
simply pull yourselves across the great outdoors at a gallop or a canter; your riding dreams will all be realized.

On average, we will spend 6 to 7 hours per day in the saddle, making our way across rolling grasslands, riding
through Araucaria forests, crossing pristine rivers and, in general, traveling off the beaten track of southern Brazil.
This is gaucho country so should we come across a cattle “round up™ we will be happy to help. What is woark for
them is fun for us! During the “cutting” (sorting the cattle on horseback) you'll be surprised at just how agile your
criollo horse is! Every evening means a different fazenda, colonial fazendas where time has stood still with rooms
filled with antique furniture and large country kitchens, a perfect atmosphere to sample the local brew Chimardo
(mate, a sort of tea) and Pinga (local rum).

Gauchos are not only tough men, but also romantic souls. Guitar and accordion will appear mare often than not
and the serenade is of lost loves and the good old days, this while mama is roasting the best meatin the world. A
fantastic relaxed gaucho atmosphere, which is pure and sincere.

Naot a “nose-to-tail” riding experience, but a frail ride for riders looking for a truly exciting and challenging Gaucho
experience! Welcome to the Gaucho Pampas Traill

Accomodation

Accommodations
This is a progressive ride, so nights are spent in different locations.

Description

This trail-riding holiday is not your average dude ranch vacation where you stay in a tourist ranch-hotel and where
you're just another number, but a true adventurous riding holiday where you stay on authentic working fazendas
(ranches) without the superficiality of fancy hotel services. We will stay in guest rooms at the houses of the
gaucho families.

One fazenda might be a bit more simple than the other, but all fazendas are authentic, colonial, cozy and very
clean. The fazendas do not all have a standard type of room. Most rooms are double rooms, some fazendas also
have 4 bedded rooms with connecting bathrooms.

All fazendas are authentic, colonial, cozy and very clean. The fazendas usually do not have TVs or air conditioning.
Internet is mostly not available during this ride.

Please, note that on most nights you will have to share rooms and bathrooms with other guests.

Accommodation ltinerary - subject to changes based on availability
Might 1: Fazenda Da Chapada

Night 2 & 3: Fazenda Rodeio Bonito

Night 4: Fazenda Lua Cheia

Night 5: Fazenda Sao Jodo Rancho

Might 6: Fazenda Ferradura

Night 7: Fazenda Da Chapada

Fazenda Da Chapada
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fazenda is decorated with various objects from the farm like old saddles and tools. There is air conditioning and
Wi-Fi access here.

Fazenda Rodeio Bonito
This fazenda is remotely located in the Coxilha region. The building is made out of stones and araucaria wood.
This fazenda has a very cozy and warm atmosphere.

Fazenda Lua Cheia
This fazenda is made out of wood and has a rustic charm. It is decorated with antiques, adding to the charm.
Meals are cooked on an old oven that also warms the house.

Fazenda 540 Jodo Rancho
This fazenda features a Portuguese colonial style architecture. The interior is fitted with many antique wooden
furniture.

Fazenda Ferradura
This rustic fazenda is surrounded by beautiful pine trees and offers a warm welcome and a memorable
experience, while providing guests with all the basic necessities.

Room Occupancy
Single rooms are not guaranteed on this tour.

Meals
Meals are included from Dinner on Day 1 to Breakfast on Day 8.
Breakfast, lunch and dinner atthe fazendas.

Brazil has arich cuisine. The country is @ mixture of European, Indian, African and Asian cultures and is reflected
in the way the Brazilians cook. Especially the Italian and African cuisines have a great influence on Brazilian
cuisine. Mot only the population is mixed, also their habits and customs. Already well before Europe spoke about
fusion cuisine, Brazil was combining ingredients found frem different continents to form a new, typical Brazilian
cuisine. They also often serve dishes from different countries on one table. The Brazilian cuisine is very good,
varied and serves many naturally made dishes. The main dishes are mostly rice and beans (Feijdo) and sauces,
with lots of meat or fish and salads. From region to region one has its own traditional dishes. Along the coast you
will find more fish and shrimp dishes, in the south the tasty meat grill's (Churrasco) will surprise you. In Santa
Catarina real healthy country meals are often prepared on wood stoves, what gives a special extra flavor.

During our holiday we eat delicious homemade Santa Catarina dishes at the fazendas.

Alcoholic beverages & soft drinks are not included in the price but can be bought locally for a small fee.

Open Bar - All you can drink

Every day you spent the night at a different farm where you will be offered drinks. To make things easy and not
having the hassle with making notes every day for drinks or confused bills at the end ofthe week we handle the
"Open Bar” senvice.

USD 110 p.p. for all alcoholic drinks & soft drinks during the entire week.

To be paid on day 1.

(Beer, Caipirinha, Cachaca, Guarana, Coca Cola, Fanta, Sprite, Coffee, Tea, Milk, Water, etc.

“Wine notincluded, but you can buy wine at each farm. Price of a bottle depends ofthe brand and guality)

USD 60 p.p. for all soft drinks during the entire week.

To be paid on day 1.
(Coca Cola, Fanta, Sprite, Guarana, Coffee, Tea, Milk, Water, etc.)

Dietary Restrictions
We can cater to all dietarv restrictions with prior notice.
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Horses

We have 35 well4rained Criollo horses for you. The Criollo horse may have the best endurance of any horse
breed in the world next to the Arabian. In fact, due tothe crioula’s low basal metabolism, it may be a better long-
distance horse than the Arabian in prolonged races over a week in duration with no supplemental feed. The
breed is most popularin its home countries, and is known for its hardiness and stamina.

We have horses for all levels. Together with the guide, you will choose your horse according to your riding level,
your height, weight, and preference.

Allergic to Horses? We also have afew Curly horses. These horses are hypoallergenic. This means that allergic
people do not or hardly reactto a Curly horse.

Riding Terrain
The terrain consists predominantly of large lawn type fields. For both rider and horse, this is a real dream terrain.

Riding Style

The riding style is the relaxed Gadcho style, similar to western riding and trail riding.

This is gaucho country so should we come across a cattle round up. We will be happy to help. Whatis work for
them is fun for us! During the *cutting” (sorting the cattle on horseback), you'll be surprised at just how agile your
criollo horse is!

Pace

On average, we will be 6 to 7 hours per day in the saddle, making our way across rolling grasslands, riding
through Araucaria forests, crossing pristine rivers and, in general, off the beaten track of southern Brazil. The trip
includes 6 days on horseback. Every ride is always a relaxed ride. You ride with loose reins, and enjoy the
fantastic nature. Every day, there is sufficienttime and space to enjoy a good trot and canter.

Guide

Multilingual Paul guides you through each experience and answers all inguiries whilst leading you through this
unique experience. Furthermaore, you will be accompanied by local gauchos Roberio, Giancarlo & Jodo. There are
always one or more musical gauchos (guitar, accordion) joining the group. The guides-gauchos are equipped
with cell phones and walky-talky radios.

This is not a tourist trip where you're just a number ... but a gathering of riding friends among themselves. With
pride, friendliness, and hospitality the gaucho families open their doors for you, let you ride their best horses and
guide you in their territory.

Travel Insurance

We request you take a travel insurance for this trip. You will not be allowed to participate in this riding holiday
program without having a personal travel insurance. Your insurance details will be requested on arrival.

In order to protect yourself against unforeseen circumstances interfering with your vacation, we strongly suggest
that you purchase trip cancellation insurance. You can use any travel insurance company you are comfortable
with.

Itlnefary

Y
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Sample Itinerary - subject to changes

Day 1: Arrival

Your trip leader will be waiting for you upon arrival at the airport of Florianopolis. Transfer (3.5hrs drive) to Coxilha
Rica and Fazenda da Chapada near Lages. You will be welcomed with a local drink upon arrival atthe fazenda.
You will be introduced to Daniel, the owner of the farm, the Gauchos who will accompany you throughout the trip,
and will even get acquainted with the horses. Installation in the cozy and comfortable rooms of the fazenda. After
a delicious dinner, we can socialize atthe bar of the fazenda. Local gadchos will perform music and folklore of the
region. It's a great first evening!

Meals included: Dinner

Overmight at Fazenda da Chapada

Day 2: Fazenda da Chapada to Fazenda Rodeio Bonito

After breakfast, we saddle our horses early and leave around 09:00 am in the direction of Fazenda Rodeio Bonito.
After the first few minutes you will notice already how beautiful the region is. We ride through wide and rolling
green countryside dotted with Araucaria trees and cross pristine rivers. You will never forget your first canter with
your criollo horse. After a ride of 4 hours we arrive at a typical fazenda where lunch is waiting for us. After a good
meal and a siesta we mount our horses again around 2:00 pm. We continue towards fazenda Rodeio Bonito
through the beautiful landscape of Coxilha Rica.

Here we find the well-preserved colonial Tropeiro Route. This 250 year-old tropeiro route was the route of cattle
and mules between Rio Grande do Sul and Argentina to Sao Paulo. Gauchos drove herds thousands of kms,
being away for months via this route. Goods on livestock traveled along the route, so the tropeiro also became a
trade. The route, consisting of an approx 4m wide corridor made of stone, was built by slaves. The corridor runs
hundreds of kilometers through Coxilha Rica and the State of Santa Catarina. Tropeiro means Trooper. (The
route of the troops).

We follow a few miles this historic route and arrive around 5:30 pm at Fazenda Rodeio Bonito. We are welcomed
by the owner Lucia. A hearty and delicious dinner is prepared for us in this traditional Gaucho fazenda.

Riding approx. 5-6 hours

Meals included: Breakrast, Lunch & Dinner

Qvernight at Fazenda Rodeio Bonito

Day 3: Ride through Coxilha

After a hearty breakfast we mount our criollos around 9am and trek through the rugged Coxilha landscape. We
climb and descend, trot and canter, crossing rivers and chasing waterfalls. On top of a green mountain you have
a fantastic panoramic view of the landscape, just you and the great outdoors! Coxilha is a great cattle region. Most
cattle ranches (fazendas) here consist of thousands of acres that are over 200 years old. We arrive at a liftle farm
where Dona Vera has prepared a fantastic lunch. In the afternoon, we ride another 3.5 hours until we arrive back
at the the Fazenda Rodeio Bonito. After a refreshing shower and a delicious dinner, a soft bed awaits for you at
this very cozy fazenda.

Riding approx. 53-6 hours

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Fazenda Rodeio Bonito

Day 4: Fazenda Rodeio Bonito to Fazenda Lua Cheia

We leave on horseback at about 9am heading for the high pampas of Coxilha Rica. The views are wonderful. The
group of horses, the Gauchos, the landscapes, the atmosphere in the group, the sense of freedom... nobody
wants to travel back home after this trip. After a lunch in the field, we continue our ride to the nex fazenda, where
the owners Dido and Sonia have prepared the best roasted lamb in the world. We make it cozy with a drink and
some live Gaucho music

Meals included: Breakfast Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Fazenda Lua Cheia

Day 5: Fazenda Luca Cheia to Fazenda Sao Jodo Rancho

After breakfast, we saddle our horses. Depending of the season, sometimes before heading off we give the
gauchos a helping hand at the farm rounding-up some cattle or sheep on horseback. We drive the herd to the
corral, where they are either vaccinated or receive some treatment. So here or on another farm during our week
you will see the Galcho perform their daily job. Those who prefer not to participate in the activities can easily
watch. Want to learn how to rope? Our Gauchos teach you the tricks of the trade!

After lunch we continue our ride to the Colonial Fazenda S3o0 Jodo. Upon arrival at this Portuguese style Fazenda
we pull off our boots, take a shower, and are called to the table for a good meal, a cool beer or a warming Pinga
{local rum).

Meals included. Breakfast Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Fazenda 380 Jodo

Day 6: Fazenda Sdo Jodo to Fazenda Ferradura

After breakfast, we saddle the horses and leave for another great day in the saddle. We regularly ride into other
gauchos whom are busy at work. These South American cowboys still live and work the same way as roughly 100
years ago. Gauchos and horses matching great together, living as we can only dream of Climbing and
descending, one slope steeperthan the other, the ride regularly invites us for a nice canter. The horses are really
fun to ride with. Eventually, we arrive at Fazenda Ferradura and are welcomed by the owner Gaucho Benjamin
Krizen. A hearly and delicious dinner is being prepared for us.

Meals included: Breakfast Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Fazenda Ferradura

Day 7: Fazenda Ferradura to Fazenda da Chapada

After breakfast, we depart for the last day in the saddle. Daniel, the owner of our last fazenda
accommodation, welcomes us with Caipirinha & hugs. The ladies of the house make us a delicious dish while
the musical talented gauchos bring their best songs, guitar and accordion into the barn. The bolttle of Pinga is
eagerly passed around and sometimes we dare to dance! We enjoy the warm gaucho atmosphere and forge
friendship with the locals.

Meals included: Breakfast Lunch & Dinner

L N L T
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Day 8&: Fazenda da Chapada to Florianopolis

After our last breakfast at around &am, we say goodbye to Fazenda da Chapada, the guides, gauchos, and
horses and drive around in direction Florianopolis (departure time depending on the flights). People staying
longer can have a drop-off in downtown Floriandpolis.

Meals included: Breakfast

“*|mporant information

We will do everything possible to follow the indicated itinerary, although spot changes can occur due to
unforeseen circumstances. Rides are subject to change depending on weather, location and difficulty of terrain
In the unlikely event that this happens on your trip, we ask you flexibility and understanding. This is a sporty and
adventurous vacation!

The above sample itinerary is subjectto changes at the discretion of the tour operator. First Fazenda can be the
last fazenda, third fazenda can be the second fazenda, etc..

Brazil is a huge and very diverse country,...staying longer in the country is without doubt a good idea!

See the classic highlights of Brazil, Foz do Iquacu wateralls, go for a samba to Rio de Janeiro, discover the 70
Islands and colonial beach town of Paraly, go for a jungle adventure to the Amazon, meet the colonial towns and
cities along the Estrada Real in Minas Gerais or stay some time more in Santa Catarina and relax at one of the 40
beaches of Florianopolis.

Other Info

= : Meeting: Lages

o : Airport: Florianopolis (FLN)
Transfer: Florianopalis
Distance: 145 miles / 230 km

Transfers are included from Floriandpolis-Hercilio Luz International Airport (FLN) from noon to
early afternoon on the first day.

Tack: South American Gaucho saddles
Horses: Criollos

Pace: The pace is varied to include walk, trot and canter and you should be confident at each
We have horses for all levels. Approx. 6 hours in saddle each day.

Walk | Trot | Canter |

Level: o8 (2t040utofs) Intermediate

Age: Min 12

Weight: 265 Ibs /120 kg

Riders: Min 5 riders Max 14 riders
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Rates and Dates 2024 - IT-BRRT09

Rates include: Accommaodation, All meals with drinks (from dinner first day to breakfast last day), 6 Riding Days & Transfers at settimes
Backup vehicle brings your personal luggage to the daily overnight placeffazenda
Saddle bag and Raincoat can be provided

Packages and Options

A2024 8 day trip 52930

Rates Note:Prices are linked to the Brazilian Real, in case of strong exchange rate fluctuations, the price can be adjusted up to 3 weeks before departure

Transfer Option

Description

2024  Transfer is included from the Florianopolis airport at set time

2024 Small group supplement (3 pax only), pp $800
2024 Small group supplement (4 pax only), pp 3650
2024 Single supplement — no extra cost (depends on availability)

Tour Dates

A 2024 0117/2024 - 01/124/12024 8d/7n 3 day trip

A 2024 02/03/2024 - 02110/2024 8d/7n 8 day trip

A 2024 03/05/2024 - 031122024 8d/7n & day trip

A 2024 10/12/2024 - 101192024 8d/7n & day trip

A 2024 11/09/2024 - 11/16/2024 8d/7n 3 day trip

Min/Max: 5/14

Custom dates possible year round depending on availability

Rates do not include:Personal travel insurance (mandatory), Personal expenses & Tips
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Reservation Form

Tour . Code #: from: to:
The Travelers Singls <z S
(Last Name, First Name) Famai rdel anoy | Mot | wet / eﬁ'p #éﬁ{"g ::’y
) O Oopoooooooo
J ] Oooooopooo
i ] Oopoooooooo
i ] Oooooooooo
Special Diets:
Your fitness level: Excellanl::: Moderatef:: Poor.':: i How long have you been riding?
How often do you ride? Have you been on other riding tours? No® _! Yes© _} last trip when?

If Hidden Trails offers a transfer from the local airport/station: | would like the transfer to be included: YES '::! NO ".. 5

In an emergency, name and phone number of contact:

Attention: Please, Iif there Is more than one participant, all have to sign the reservation form - make copies if needed

With my signature | confirm my reservation of the listed program(s) under the Hidden Trails Booking Conditions. I'm aware, and
I made all participants aware of the risk involved with these outdoor adventure activities. All participants have read and agree
with WHidden Trails Booking Conditlons and the Hidden Trails Recreational Activity Release and Indemnity Agreement in this
brochure or as listed on the Internet.

1 (we) will sign and forward the Recreational Activity Release and Indemnity Agreement at least 10 weeks before trip starting date.

Last Name and First Name (The Traveler)

Street e-mail
City State Postal/Zip Code
Phone (wk) (hm) Cell Fax
-
Date Signature (mandatory)
Please, charge a 25% deposit (minimum $ 350 per person) now and s
full payment 10 weeks before the travel date to my credit card. Additional Signatures:
For payments by VISA {) or Mastercard {) (no debit cards) 2
Cardholder:
3

Card #

3 digit Security # ——-------— ‘.
Exp.Date: Signalurel!
Billing Address for Credit Card (if different than maling address): Travel Cancellation INSUrance credi Card required

_________________________________________________________________________________ Sign me (us) up <) initial

| have enclosed a check for the deposit ¢ ) No, we will provide our own ':) initial ___

Hidden Tralls Ltd. 659A Moberly Road Vancouver, BC V5Z4B3 FAX: 604-323-1148 Phone: 604-323-1141
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From the U.K.:
Phone 020-323-96201
Fax 0203-004-1200

Skype  hiddentrails

E-mail  info@hiddentrails.com
Website www.hiddentrails.com

A ¢
uq

Office hours:
Mo-Fr 8:30 am to 6 pm
Pacific Standard Time
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