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About Hidden Trails

Hidden Trails is owned and operated by natwe enthusiasts who love horses and
adventure activities. We have been involved with riding and other outdoor vacations for
over 20 vears.

With our pariners Voyage du Cheval (France), Pegasus (Germany) as well as Equitour
(Switzerland and France) we have collected the best riding destinations all over the world
in some hidden places we would like to share with vou.

These rides are about galloping on endless beaches, forging rivers, cantering through
forests, trotting along age-old trails, gazing at beantiful vistas and encountering foreign
cultures. But most of all, these trips are about getting away from the cvcle of too much
work and never enough free time.

Escape from the rituals, which long ago froze our nights and days into litle more than
routine and away from the worries of our new tense times. It is so satisfying when we take
the plhinge of adventure - it's unfortunate that we invent so many reasons to put aside living
our dreams of adventure. It is sometimes a tangled web that we weave through life. Some
of the threads reveal a work-a-day world of commitments, duties and obligations. Other
threads are of a quiet fabric of hope, responsibility and refreshment.

On owr adventures you see the real country, its back country and meet the locals. The
love for horses has no boundaries but possesses a common language we all speak and
understand. The majority of the overseas rides are from inn to in, some from castle to
castle and a few are camping rides.

You will experience new countries and their customs and make new friends. The Hidden
Trails trips are the best you can find.

They have been tested by our staff or associates and received our stamp of approval. If
vou are considering a special riding vacation anywhere in the world, call us first and let our
experienced consultants match the perfect trip with your dream.

We will listen to yvou and give you objective advice to help you choose the best destination
and adventure.

Your vacation is the most precious time of the year and we are committed to making it the
most memorable time of your life. Wherever you go, have a great time and bring back
some peace of mind.

Thank vou for your continued support.

Hidden Trails

Phone: 604-323-1141

Fax: 604-323-1148

Toll Free: 1-888-9-TRAILS

from within the USA or Canada or

E-mail: info/@hiddentrails. com
Website: www.hiddentrails.com

Address:

659A Moberly Road, Vancouver BC Canada V5Z 4B3 or
4406 Tennyson Road, Willmington, DE 19202 USA

Toll Free from the U.K.:
Ph: 0- 808 189-0420
Fax: 0-808-280-1860

Toll Free Worldwide:
Slkype: hiddentrails
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Volcano Cotopaxi

Tour Code: IT-ECRT12
8 days / 7 nights ~%2,300.00
Dates: Available all Year

Trip Rating : ®999®
Difficulty : el
Lgdgingj ﬁﬂ’ BASIE

Tack: North American style, English
style, M...

Horses: Mixed Criollo {native South
American),...

Pace: Moderate with trots and
canters. 4-6 h...

Walk Trot,Canter,

Airport: Quito

= 1

Adventure - Ecuador, South America

Introduction
Highlands Riding Tours, Ecuador
Come explore The Volcano Avenue” a region surrounded by eleven volcanoes!

Uniguely, the only form of transportation during your trip will be your horse. They will be your partner throughout
this adventure. We will thoroughly explore and experience the grandeur of the Andes from the west to the east
mountain chain, mameling at the diversity of flora, fauna, and landscape. And, of course, you will have the
apportunity to admire the majestic Cotopaxi, the highest active volcano on earth.

Indeed, you will come to appreciate the tradition and customs of the chagras' abilities. In their goat-skin chaps
and woolen ponchos, they welcome tourists and demonstrate their centuries-old tradition of herding cattle. The
chagras’ skill on horseback and knowledge of the landscape legendary. We will ride through the Andean paramo,
an ecosystem which encompasses a vast expanse of 12,500 square kilometers. We follow rolling hills of high-
altitude grassland dotted with little flowers that have adapted furry leaves to protect themselves from the cold, and
ravines that create micro-climates that sprout a surprising variety of life. It is a wondrous place for both new and
experienced visitors.

After we have prepared for the main part of the ride, we shall start towards the mighty Cotopaxi. We will visit the
colourful animal and produce market of Machachi on our way where you can enjoy the unique beauty of an
Andean market as well as have the opportunity to buy any handicraft or leather-work you find interesting. We will
then continue our trip to Cotopaxi, the tallest active volcano in the world (5,987m). As we ride through the Andes
Mountains, you will experience a diversity of geographical landscapes and climates. Be prepared for a period of
intense equatorial sun followed by chilly Andes' wind—all within the space of a few hours. The locals say thatthe
highlands experience all four seasons within the same day.

With our sturdy and well-trained horses, we climb to altitudes exceeding 12,000 feet (4,200m) and ride down to
hidden valleys, where we are able to experience the exhilaration of full gallops at high altitudes. It is in these
valleys of Machachi where men, shaped by the land together with their horses, have tamed the wild bulls and
produced the culture of the paramo, a world apart. Long after our return and the end of our journey, our memories
of this rugged but beautiful world will linger as a life-time ride.

Accomodation

Accommodations
This is a progressive ride, so night will be spent in different locations.

Description
The ranches along the way are usually basic, but all authentic and comfortable. There are 2 people per room with
private showers.

Volcano Cotopaxi Adventure Accommodation ltinerary - subject to changes based on availability
Might 1 & 2: Hacienda La Alegria

Might 3: Hacienda Bomboli

Might 4: Hacienda La Alegria

Night 5. Hacienda in Pedregal Valley

Night 6: Tambopaxi Refuge in El Boliche

Might 7: Hacienda La Alegria

Chagras Parade Accommodation ltinerary - subject to changes based on availability
Night 1 - 4: Hacienda La Alegria

Might 5: Hacienda Bomboli

Night 6: Hacienda La Alegria

Night 7: Hacienda in Pedregal Valley

Might 8: Tambopaxi Refuge in El Boliche

Might 9: Hacienda La Alegria
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Hacienda La Alegria

The Hacienda was built in 1910 in Franco ltalian Style and has been renovated and restored. It is made out of
adobe and stones and its walls are over 80 cm thickl It is nestled amidst lush surroundings in the typical fertile
and green farmland of the Ecuadorian inter Andean plain at an altitude of 2880m (9449 fi).

The Hacienda is a family-run organic farm and the hospitality of the Espinosa household is remarked upon by
visors who return year after year. You will be welcomed with a roaring log fire in the sitting room, and in your
bedroom when the nights are cold.

The farm can accommodate up to 24 people both in the farmhouse and a recently completed extension. The
extension has been tastefully restored with solid cypress floors and beams and modern en-suite bathrooms with
plenty of hot water and powerful showers. Split-level family rooms sleep five comfortably. Wi-fi internet is available
atthis property.

Hacienda Bomboli

This property offers basic accommodation for up to 16 guests. It is setin a beautiful rainforest and each room has
its own bathroom with hot water. Due to its remote location, cell phone service is very limited and there is no
electricity. The house is kept warm and lit with fireplaces and candles and your hosts even puts a warm water
pottle in your bed before you go to sleep.

Tambopaxi Refuge in El Boliche

This mountain lodge has adopted the traditional architecture style of the paramo houses in order to reduce its
impact on the environment.

There is a main cabin with 4 bedrooms (total of 32 beds) and shared bathrooms plus an independent upgraded
cabin with 6 bedrooms, each with its own bathroom. Each room has its own heating systems, permanent hot
water and good insulation systems allowing you to enjoy a warm, comfortable atmosphere while you rest under a
soft, fluffy eiderdown.

Room Occupancy
Single supplement is mandatory is we cannot find another rider to share.

Meals
All meals are included.

Meals are featuring delicious, gourmet international, and Ecuadorian food. You will never go hungry with 3-4
courses offered per meal. Soups are a specialty in the highlands that we will use to warm our bodies after a good
ride. Main courses can be chicken, pork, beef, trout, tilapia, pasta and more. Don't forget to save room for dessert!

This trip includes some wine/ beer with dinner.

Dietary Restrictions
We can cater to most dietary restrictions with prior notice.

Riding
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Horses
Our horses are very important to us. We have more than 35 riding-horses as well as about 30 mares and foals.
Most have been bred here on the farm from mixed Criollo (native South American), English Thoroughbred and
Arabian stock, resulting in a near perfect combination of toughness, agility, calm temperament and *mountain
sense”. Beginners and experienced riders alike have found them easy to ride, willing and good mannered.

We are happy to follow the Natural Horsemanship principles when training our horses.

Tack
There is a range of tack including Morth American style, English style, McClellan cavalry, Chilean and traditional
Ecuadorian "Chagra” style with its infricate leatherwork and saddle horn.

Host

Your host Gabriel comes from a family steeped in equestrian tradition. His grandfather bred racing horses close
to Quito and his father, was a keen polo player.

Gabriel and Paty's three daughters are all keen riders, and the enthusiasm of the whole family is reflected in the
quality of the horses atthe farm. We are proud to share that Gabriel was recently nominated as MAESTRO GUIA
ECUESTRE — there are currently only 3 in the world with this title.

Test Ride

Before starting our program, riders receive instruction and ride under strict surveillance by the guides and
helpers. We start by riding in a circle where riders must demonstrate their confidence and ability to adapt to the
haorse, saddle, and equipment. After this, they move up to a larger arena (70x70 meters/200x200 feet), where they
will be observed and guided before going out The rider has the option to switch horses, saddle, or equipment
upon request.

Itinerary

Sample Itinerary: Volcano Cotopaxi Adventure - subject to changes

Day 1: Arrival

Arrive to the Hacienda early morning (around 9:30am) if you would like the option to ride for 2 or 2 hours.
Riding: 2-3 hours

Meals included: Lunch & Dinner
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Uvermight at Hacienda La Alegria

Day 2: Acclimatize

Ride in the arena and get acquainted with the horses and tack that we will use during the ride. We then ride
around the neighboring Haciendas. Our first experiences at altitude starts this first day. Lunch in the Hacienda
house, visitthe milking barn and aging cheese cave, and enjoy the hot tub and fireplace.

Riding: 4 hours

Meals included. Breakfast Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Hacienda La Alegria

Day 3: Cloud Forest

Crossing exensive pastures and eucalyptus forests, we will have a nice view of the “Volcano Avenue® From
there, we can appreciate the green and fertile Machachi Valley and we can also see the routes we will take the
next day at the east mountain chain. We will ascend the Corazon Volcano up to 4,000 meters and descend
through the Cloud forest reserve. At the cloud forest, we will be able to observe a great biodiversity of plants and
flowers including giant guneras, orchids, and birds such as the turkey of the forest In the afternoon we will arrive
to Hacienda Bomboli at 3,000m by teatime. Time to put up your feet and relax by the fireplace as you watch the
sunset and the lights of the villages near the coast We enjoy a great meal by our hosts.

Riding: 6 hours

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Overmight at Hacienda Bomboli

Day 4: Hacienda La Alegria

In the morning, we will walk around Hacienda gardens to learn about orchids and cloud forest plants. We will ride
up hill using an old road built in 1873 to connect Quito with the coast, all the while admiring the forest and the
hundreds of flowers and plants. Arrive to Hacienda La Alegria for lunch, relax, and enjoy the hot tub and the
fireplace.

Riding: 4 hours

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Hacienda La Alegria

Day 5: Ruminahui Volcano

We ride to the west mountain range and through the valley toward Machachi. We stop atthe Machachi market on
Sundays. We continue toward the Ruminahui and stop at a beautiful Hacienda for a snack. Afterwards, we keep
riding until we arrive to the Pedregal valley and stay overnight in a Hacienda at 3 500 meters.

Riding: 6 hours

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Hacienda at Pedregal Valley (near Cotopaxi Mational Park)

Day 6: The Park

We enter the Cotopaxi National Park and ride towards the Sincholagua volcano, making a large loop downhill to
the valley. After a break and a snack, we continue crossing the different lava flows to ascend up to 4,100m to the
highest plains of Cotopaxi, where we complete the highest canter in the world. We ride in close proximity to
berber wild horse herds that live in the park who are descendants of the horses brought by the Spanish in the
16th century.

Riding: 6+ frours

Meals included: Breakrast, Lunch & Dinner

Overmight at Tambopaxi refuge

Day 7: Ride Back to La Alegria

Today we ride west towards Ruminahui to the highest point of our ride (4,250 m) on the edges ofthe rocks of the
Ruminahui Volcano. We continue our ride toward the green Machachi valley as always guarded by the volcanoes
avenue. We cross the Machachi plaza where horsemen are always welcomed. We pass the town of Aloag and
arrive to Hacienda La Alegria for a pleasant dinner and to enjoy the hot tub and rest with the memories ofthe long
Jjourneys in the mountains.

Riding: 7+ hours

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Hacienda La Alegria

Day &: Departure
After breakfast we finish our services. Transfers to the airport or your hotel in Cuito.
Meals included: Breakfast

Sample Itinerary: Chagra Parade - subject to changes

This ride is offered once a: year in July when the town of Z:Machachi has its annual Parade 2 It is a 9-day ride
which combines the Volcano Cotopaxi Adventure ride program /& and includes two extra days at the Chagra
Parade (lasso contest and bullfight festivity).

This Parade is a commemoration of Cotopaxi’s last eruption and about 2000 Chagras (local cowboy) participate
with their horse. This ride is specifically designed for those looking for a cultural immersion and adventure.
Chagras (local cowboys) come from different provinces just to be part of this parade and spectators come from
all over the country. We will be part ofthe annual Chagra Parade where riders will understand the importance of
the Chagra not only in Machachi, but in Ecuador as well.
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will be surrounded by unigue plant and animal species, very different from the ones you will be seeing the next
days in the high mountains. One can't help but be amazed by the sheer new environment. We will then ride to
Cotopaxi volcano and gallop on the plains at 40000m elevation- The highest canter in the word.

Day 1: Arrival

Arrive to the Hacienda early morning (around 8:30am) if you would like the option to ride for 2 or 3 hours.
Riding: 2-3 hours

Meals included: Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Hacienda La Alegria

Day 2: Hacienda La Alegria

Today we ride towards the west through the dairy farms and up to 3500m, working on acclimatizing to the altitude.
We continue behind the Viudita mountain (3800m), make a circle to the mountain, and head back to the Hacienda
for a late lunch. In the evening, we visit Machachi where you will find lots of options to buy ponchos, hats, and all
customs for next day parade.

Riding: 4 hours

Meals included: Breakfast Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Hacienda La Alegria

Day 3: Chagra's Parade

Today we will ride to Machachi (the capital of the Chagras)to honor the Chagras and their culture. You will be part
of the Parade that consists of 2 thousand horses in the streets of Machachi. The food, the music, and the colorful
dresses and decoration makes the environment very festive. There are hundreds of Chagras dressed with their
attire and showing off their horses.

Riding 5 hours

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Overmight at Hacienda La Alegria

Day 4: Lasso Contest and Bullfight

After breakfast you will have the opportunity to attend the Machachi Lasso Contest in the morning and in the
afternoon, as an option, you can take a look at the bullfighting festivity that are more like San Fermin in Pamplona.
Meals included: Breakfast Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Hacienda La Alegria

Day 5: Cloud Forest

Crossing extensive pastures and eucalyptus forests, we will have a nice view of the “Wolcano Avenue™. From
there, we can appreciate the green and fertile Machachi Valley and we can also see the routes we will take the
next day at the east mountain chain. We will ascend the Corazon Volcano up to 4,000 meters and descend
through the Cloud forest reserve. At the cloud forest, we will be able to observe a great biodiversity of plants and
flowers including giant guneras, orchids, and birds such as the turkey of the forest In the afternoon we will arrive
to Hacienda Bomboli at 3,000m by teatime. Time to put up your feet and relax by the fireplace as you watch the
sunset and the lights of the villages near the coast. We enjoy a great meal by our hosts.

Riding & hours

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Hacienda Bomboli

Day 6: Hacienda La Alegria

In the morning, we will walk around Hacienda gardens to learn about orchids and cloud forest plants. We will ride
up hill using an old road built in 1873 to connect Quito with the coast, all the while admiring the forest and the
hundreds of flowers and plants. Arrive to Hacienda La Alegria for lunch, relax, and enjoy the hot tub and the
fireplace.

Riding: 4 hours

Meals included: Breakrast, Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Hacienda La Alegria

Day 7: Ruminahui Volcano

‘We ride to the west mountain range and through the valley toward Machachi. We stop atthe Machachi market on
Sundays. We continue toward the Ruminahui and stop at a beautiful Hacienda for a snack. Afterwards, we keep
riding until we arrive to the Pedregal valley and stay overnight in a Hacienda at 3,500 meters.

Riding: 8 hours

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Hacienda at Pedregal Valley (near Cotopaxi National Park)

Day 8: The Park

We enter the Cotopaxi National Park and ride towards the Sincholagua velcano, making a large loop downhill to
the valley. After a break and a snack, we continue crossing the different lava flows to ascend up to 4,100m to the
highest plains of Cotopaxi, where we complete the highest canter in the world. We ride in close proximity to
berber wild horse herds that live in the park who are descendants of the horses brought by the Spanish in the
16th century.

Riding: 6+ hours

Meals included. Breakfast Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Tambopaxi refuge

Day 9: Hacienda La Alegria

Today we ride west towards Ruminahui to the highest point of our ride (4,250 m) on the edges of the rocks ofthe
Ruminahui Yolcane. We continue our ride toward the green Machachi valley as always guarded by the volcanoes
avenue. We cross the Machachi plaza where horsemen are always welcomed. We pass the town of Aloag and
arrive to Hacienda La Alegria for a pleasant dinner and to enjoy the hot tub and rest with the memories ofthe long
journeys in the mountains.

Riding: 5+ hours

Meals included: Breakfast Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Hacienda La Alegria

Day 10: Transfer Quito
After breakfast we finish our services. Transfers to the airport or your hotel in Quito.
Meals included: Breakfast

Other Info

Meeting: Aloag

Airport: Quito

Train station: —

Transfer: Quito (airport, hotel, or bus stop)

Distance: 53km

Pick-up/ drop-off for this trip is from Mariscal Sucre International Airport (UIO) in Quito or any
hotel or bus stop in Quito. Transfer times are available anytime on any day of the week.

Tack: Morth American style, English style, McClellan cavalry, Chillean and traditional Ecuadoriar
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"Chagra"” style with its intricate leather-work and saddle horn.
Horses: Wixed Criollo (native South American), English Thoroughbred and Arabian stock
Pace: Moderate with trots and canters. 4-6 hours per day.
Walk | Trot | Canter |
Level: 84 (2t040uof5) Intermediate

Age: Min 12 Max 70
Weight: 190 Ibs
Riders: Min 4 riders Max 12 riders
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Rates and Dates 2026 - IT-ECRT12

Rates include: Accommaodations, All meals including wine/ beer with dinner on some nights & 6 or 8 riding days with bilingual guide (English, Spanish).
Wool ponchos, rain ponchos, chaps, saddle bag and helmets are provided - let us know in advance if you would like to borrow one of these items

Packages and Options
Season ~ Descripion ~ -Us§

A 2026 8 day trip $2300

Transfer Option

Description

2026 Small group supplement (2-3 pax only), pp $200
2026 Single supplement (when not sleeping at Hacienda Alegria), price per night $150
2026 Transfer from Quito Airport, return, per car (1 - 4 pax) $100
2026  Transfer from Quito City, return, per car (1 - 4 pax) 850
2026 Extra day with meals and riding at the hacienda, dbl, pp $250
2026 Extra day with meals and riding at the hacienda, sgl, pp $330
Tour Dates

A 2026 08102026 - 0817I2026 8d/7n & day trip

A 2026 121012026 - 121712026 8d/7n 8 day trip

Min/Max: 412

Hacienda closed from Dec 21 to Jan 3

Rates do not include:Departure tax, Transfers ferom/to Quito, Insurance & Gratuities
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Reservation Form

Tour . Code #: from: to:
The Travelers Single o" $
(Last Name, First Name) F'M:“ m m ool o / j g‘g ﬁ{‘f:: :‘:’y
) O Oooooooooo
d ] Oooopoopooo
. ] Oopoooooooo
) O Oooooooooo
Special Diets:
Your fitness level: Excellanl::: Moderate[] Poorf: i How long have you been riding?
How often do you ride? Have you been on other riding tours? No© ! Yest _} last trip when?

If Hidden Trails offers a transfer from the local airport/station: | would like the transfer to be included: YES :;:! NO ".. ;

In an emergency, name and phone number of contact:

Attention: Please, If there Is more than one participant, all have to sign the reservation form - make copies if needed

With my signature | confirm my reservation of the listed program(s) under the Hidden Trails Booking Conditions. I'm aware, and
I made all participants aware of the risk involved with these outdoor adventure activities. All participants have read and agree
with the Hidden Trails Booking Conditlons and the Hidden Trails Recreational Activity Release and Indemnity Agreement in this

brochure or as listed on the Internet.

I (we) will sign and forward the Recreational Activity Release and Indemnity Agreement at least 10 weeks before trip starting date.

Last Name and First Name (The Traveler)

Street e-mail

City State Postal/Zip Code

Phone (wk) (hm) Cell Fax
—

Date Signature {mandatory)

Please, charge a 25% deposit (minimum $§ 350 per person) now and
full payment 10 weeks before the travel date to my credit card.

For payments by VISA {) or Mastercard {) (no debit cards)
Cardholder:

Card #

3 digit Security # ——-------—

Exp.Date: Signaturer

Billing Address for Credit Card (if different than maling address):

| have enclosed a check for the deposit -::‘

1

Additional Signatures:

-
No, we will provide our own'..! initial

Travel Cancellation Insurance credit card required

Sign me (us) up "..: initial

Hidden Tralls Ltd. 659A Moberly Road Vancouver, BC V5Z4B3 FAX:

604-323-1148 Phone: 604-323-1141
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From the U.K.:
Phone 020-323-96201
Fax 0203-004-1200

Skype  hiddentrails

E-mail info@hiddentrails.com
Website www.hiddentrails.com

A
| W

Office hours:
Mo-Fr 8:30 am to 6 pm
Pacific Standard Time
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