


About Hidden Trails

Hidden Trails is owned and operated by nature enthusiasts who love the outdoors and
adventure activities. We have been involved with outdoor vacations for over 20 vears.
We have collected the best outdoor vacation destinations all over the wotld in some
hidden places we would like to share with you.

These vacations are about forging rivers, biking along canals and through forests,
hiking along age-old trails, gazing at beantiful vistas and encountering foreign cultures.
But most of all, these trips are about getting away from the cycle of too nmch work
and never enough free time.

Escape from the rituals, which long ago froze our nights and days into little more than
routine and away from the worries of our new tense times. [t is so satisfying when we
take the plhinge of adventure - it's unfortunate that we invent so many reasons to put
aside living our dreams of adventure. It is sometimes a tangled web that we weave
through life. Some of the threads reveal a work-a-day world of commitments, duties
and obligations. Other threads are of a quiet fabric of hope. responsibility and
refreshment.

On our adventures you see the real country, its back country and meet the locals. The
love for the outdoors has no boundaries but possesses a common language we all
speak and understand.

You will experience new countries and their customs and make new friends.

These trips have been tested by our staff or associates and received our stamp of
approval. If vou are considering a special outdoor vacation anywhere in the world, call
us first and let our experienced consultants match the perfect trip with vour dream.

We will listen to vou and give you objective adwice to help vou choose the best
destination and adventure.

Your vacation is the most precious time of the year and we are committed to making it
the most memorable time of your life. Wherever you go, have a great time and bring
back some peace of mind.

Thank vou for your continued support.
Rvan Schmidt
Hidden Trails

Hidden Trails

Phone: 604-323-1141

Fax: 604-323-1148

Toll Free: 1-888-9-TRATLS

from within the USA or Canada or
E-mail:  info/@hiddentrails com

Website: www.hiddentrails com/outdoor

Address:
659A Moberly Road. Vancouver BC Canada V3Z 4B3
4406 Tennyson Road Willmington, DE USA 19802

Toll Free from the U.K.:
Ph: 0- 808 189-0420
Fax: 0-808-280-1860

Toll Free Worldwide:
Skype: hiddentrails
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South African Explorer - South Africa, Southern Africa

Tour Code: IT-SASRO6
8 days / 7 nights ~§3 590.00
Dates: Available all Year

Trip Rating : 9999®
Difficulty : 4ot
Lodging: S

Tack: McClellan saddles and
English saddles

Horses: South African Boerperd,
Shire Cross Th...

Pace: Two riding activities a day.

Langerri...
Walk, Trot Canter Jumps

Airport: 0.R. Tambao Int'l Airport

Wth African

-

A

Introduction

Waterberg, South Africa

This riding safari captures all the best elements of riding in South Africa. Spread over eight days, the safari not
only covers a great deal of riding (over 150 km on horseback through truly spectacular landscapes, with regular
sightings of a wide range of wildlife species) but also fun activities such as splashy canters, swimming with
haorses, mustering the horses at dawn, playing polo crosse and popping over a series of natural obstacles on the
way to a spectacular sundowner spot.

Guests will typically enjoy two riding activities a day — generally a longer ride in the morning and either a shorter
ride or fun riding activity in the afternoon. Over the course of the safari, riders will getto see all parts ofthe 15,000-
acre reserve using carefully planned routes which take into account all the game hotspots and interesting natural
features. Given the diverse habitats- from wide open plains to savannah, rocky outcrops, wetlands and dense
forest-like habitats - you are sure to encounter a wider range of wild animals than usually seen even on a trip to
some of the most famous national parks in Africa. Combined with the wide open spaces, variable topography and
excellent going, this makes this Safari an unforgettable riding experience.

Accomodation

Accommodations
This is a wilderness ride, so nights will be spent in different locations.

Description

The safari allows guests to enjoy a range of accommodation types, from the Main Lodge perched on the edge of
a gorgeous lake and surrounded by horses, to glamping under canvas at Camp Davidson high on an isolated
ridge, to enjoying safari chic at one ofthe Bellevue Plains lodges (Savannah Lodge or Seringa Lodge) which look
out over expansive plains filled with herds of wildlife.

There is a limited WiFi and cell senvice.

Accommodation ltinerary - subject to changes based on availability
Might 1 - 2: Main Lodge

Night 3 Savannah Lodge or Seringa Lodge

Night 4: Main Lodge

Might 5: Camp Davidson

Might 6 - 7: Main Lodge

Main Lodge

All rooms of the lodge are en suite with either a shower or bath or both facilities. There are 7 double rooms,
separated from the main lodge and two double rooms in the main lodge.

There is a large living area, dining room and large stoep (or verandah) for guests to enjoy. The lodge has a
swimming pool alongside the lake.
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Savannah Lodge

Located on the southwestern side of the conservancy, it is a tastefully decorated lodge with five en suite double
rooms. The lodge has a large comfortable living space and dining areas inside and outside.

There is a small pool and deck which overlooks a plain and watering hole close by where the wildlife frequent.

Camp Davidson
A re-creation of the original Camp Davidson has been built high in the bushveld above the Matlapeng valley. It
offers the opportunity to explore on horseback from a secure base camp nestled in the heart of the wooded
mountains and commands a wonderful panoramic view of the central highlands of the Waterberg range, while
overlooking the picturesque Sunset Lake at the eastern boundary of the ranch propery. Stay in decked canvas
tents nestled amongst the sandstone ridges overlooking grassy valleys. Each luxury tent has an en-suite
bathroom.

The camp is completely run on solar energy and has a small swimming pool.

Room Occupancy
Triple occupancy is usually possible at the lodges and atthe camp.

Meals
All meals are included form lunch on Day 1 to lunch on your last day.
Three sumptuous meals are served a day with afternoon tea before an afternoon ride.

Our food sways toward Mediterranean influences with an addition of iconic South African dishes.
Breakfast is buffet of freshly baked bread, mufiins, cereals, toast, porridge, eggs.

Lunch is a buffet usually quiches, lasagna, babotie. salads, Freshly baked breads.

Dinneris a 3 course meal.

All water served during the safari is filtered to the highest standards and is guaranteed perfectly safe for drinking.
All drinks are included with your tour.

Dietary Restrictions
We can cater to dietary restrictions if given prior notice.

Riding

Pace

To cover the long distances of this safari and enjoy all riding activities, while maintaining the cohesiveness ofthe
group, riders need to be of atleast an intermediate level. Should the guides feel a guestis not able to ride atthe
correct standard for this safari, alternative rides from the lodge will be organised.

Guides & Safety

Guides leading the safari have many years' experience and most have grown up in the area and know the bush
like the back of their hand. Our guides have either professional or assistant guiding licenses with the Botswana
Qualifications Authority. They are gualified to use firearms and qualified in first aid.

All rides are conducted by two experienced professional guides. The lead guide is armed with a rifle and a bull
whip. All management staff and guides do regular first aid training with a specialized doctor for remote areas. The
lead guide has a local phone and a radio for use in emergencies.

Riding Groups
Rides are kept to a maximum of 8 riders (usually smaller groups) with two guides. Comparable abilities ride
together.

Riding Gear
Hard hats are compulsory. We can provide helmets, but suggest that clients bring their own. We do not provide
half chaps but might have the odd pair should clients need.

Horses

Our farm's string of over 100 horses have been carefully picked, bred, or nurtured over the years.

Though there are Thoroughbreds, Arabs, Boerperds, Welsh ponies, and various crossbreds ranging from 11.2 -
17.2, the uniting factor is a wonderful temperament and a willing nature when ridden. The personalities in the
herd are wide ranging, from gentle natured animals eager to please and offering confidence to those riders who
are a little nervous, to competitive energetic rides challenging the rider to enjoy their ability. In all our horses, there
is an independence and responsiveness that allows the rider to make the most of our outrides. Our safari horses
have been hand selected for their endurance, courage and responsiveness.

Our philosophy has entailed managing our horses as a free roaming herd within large tracts of natural pasture,
rather than in stables or paddocks. The horses live freely in the bush and come in at dawn for breakfast and
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again in the afternoon.

Our horses are at ease with each other and within their environment, which generates calm and contented
natures. As a result, we can offer our guests responsive, subtle and honest rides.

Our horses are mostly English schooled, so we highly recommend that Western riders have a course of lessong
in English style prior to arrival.

Your horse will be groomed and saddled for you.

Children
Children under 16 please enquire. Strictly no under 12's.

Itinerary
Sample Itinerary - subject to changes

Species typically seen within the Waterberg include the following: giraffe, hippo, cape buffalo, eland, zebra, sable,
roan, kudu, impala, waterbuck, red hartebeest, nyala, tsessebe, blue wildebeest, blesbuck, bushbuck, ostrich,
baboon, vervet monkey, warthog and jackal. Occasionally seen are crocodile, brown hyena, serval, duiker, bush
pig, steenbuck and reedbuck.

Day 1 (Sunday): Introductory Ride

Guests will be personally met at OR Tambo Airport in Johannesburg by Saddlebag Shuttles. The road trip up to
the Lodge in the Waterberg Biosphere Reserve takes about three hours.

After a light lunch in the gardens of the Lodge, and later a sumptuous tea, guests will be introduced to their
harses. The first ride is a gentle introduction to the reserve and an excellent opportunity for first encounters with
species such as zebra, giraffe and hippo. The riding ranges from purposeful walking to easy cantering along
sandy tracks and culminates with sundowner drinks on the open plains.

We take great care to match horse to rider based on a guest's riding experience and ability. Given that the first two
nights ofthe safari are spent at the Main Lodge, the operational hub for our herd of close to 100 horses, there is
ample time to ensure that the most suitable horse is available for the long days in the saddle aver the last five
days ofthe safari.

Meals included: Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Main Lodge

Day 2 (Monday): Open plains, swimming with horses and game galore

The ride this morning is generally sporty. The route follows the centre of an open valley which is home to species
such as kudu, sable, reedbuck, red hartebeest, waterbuck and impala. The sandy tracks make for excellent
going, and the route crosses open grassland and weaves through dense woodland. After two hours in the saddle
the ride pauses at a picturesque dam where riders are given the chance to have a break, a snack and experience
the exhilaration of swimming on horseback. The dam is protected from crocodiles, which over recent years have
quietly been increasing in number and is also the perfect size for swimming without taxing the horses.

After swimming, the ride is gentle and relaxed back to the lodge. Dark red pedigree cattle bred on the property are
often encountered on this route. When conditions are suitable, the last stretch of the ride involves splashy canters
along the edge ofthe lake adjacent to the Lodge. This is a great experience, but don't expectto remain dry in the
process!

The afternoon ride heads east following the river past a series of dams (where encounters with hippo are likely)
and returns across the open plains. At this time of day there is often much activity on the plains, with the herds
mingling in the soft sunlight and different groups coming and going as they prepare for the night. Itis a truly
magical experience to be able to ride so close to these wild animals, which have become completely relaxed in
the presence ofthe horses.

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Main Lodge

Day 3 (Tuesday): LooKing for Buffalo

An early startis needed for the long ride from the Main Lodge to either Savannah Lodge in the far south west of
the reserve, or Seringa Lodge in the south east.

The first part of the route covers country that riders will now be somewhat familiar with, but soon enters new
terrain. In places the bush is thick but after a while the scenery opens up to grasslands with sweeping views to
the south and west. Riding through this landscape gives riders a sense of the vastness ofthe African plains. The
area boasts avery high concentration of game with herds of over 300 blesbuck, or 80 eland, often sighted. Cther
species which are home to the plains include red harebeest, tsessebe and ostrich. There are plentiful zebra,
wildebeest, impala and giraffe, and smaller groups of sable, roan and waterbuck. The final stretch is along a
wooded stream where kudu and bushbuck are likely to be seen.

After a relaxing time around the pool and within the sophisticated lodges, it is time to ride to the southern most
areas of the reserve in search of Cape buffalo. These are members of Africa’s famous “Big Five™ and desernve
their formidable reputation. Riders therefore need to be alert and responsive to the guides’ instructions. This area
is known for its spectacular sunsets as the sun sets over the distant headlands ofthe Waterberg escarpment — a
fitting end to an eventful and memaorable day in the African wilderness.

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Savannah Lodge or Seringa Lodge

Day 4 {(Wednesday): “Big Five"

Another long ride throeugh game rich country returns riders to the Main Lodge. The route taken is different from that
on the outward leg, turning this part of the safari into an exciting journey passing through diverse landscapes and
ecosystems. Game species typically prefer different habitats, with nyala and bushbuck for instance occupying
dense forest-like sections of the reserve while blesbuck and hartebeest stick to the open plains, and waterbuck
and reedbuck, unsurprisingly, are normally seen close to streams and other waterways. The route provides
excellent opportunities to see giraffe, which is always a highlight.

After more than five hours in the saddle, the afternoon activity is a game drive in the nearby Entabeni or
Welgevonden game reserves (to be paid locally - weather dependent). Although this invalves an hour or more of
travel to reach these destinations, the opportunity to see lion, elephant and rhine in their natural environments
make this excursion well worthwhile.

Meals included: Breakfast Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Main Lodge

Day 5 (Thursday): Bush breakfast and Camp Davidson

Horseback rides in a game reserve are always interesting because one never knows what animals will be
encountered. The route on this day goes deep into the reserve to paris with a real wilderness guality. After about
three hours in the saddle, riders arrive at a giant wild fig tree for a delicious bush breakfast prepared on an open
fire. After this hearty meal, the route back to the lodge passes through a dense forest area where some of the
shyer species like to shelter.

That afternoon guests leave the Main Lodge and head towards Camp Davidson for an exciting night under
canvas. The camp is perched high on a ridge overlooking a vast wilderness area to the east This is not a long
ride, but the route is exciting, following a narrow frail along the edge of the ridge. Wildlife often encountered in the
area includes baboon, bushpig, kudu and klipspringer. Porcupines are frequent nocturnal visitors to the camp
and leopard spoor outside the tents is not uncommaon.

Meals included: Breakfast Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Camp Davidson
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Today's route covers the north eastern areas of the reserve, descending from the camp to cross a stream and
open plain and then tracks through untouched bush to the upper reaches of Sunset Lake. This lake is a favourite
haunt of the hippo on the reserve and home to crocodile, ofter, fish eagle and other watefowl!, such as the
beautiful African jacana. Guests ride along the water's edge and must be constantly on the lookout for the hippo.
These animals, while having a reputation for being some ofthe most dangerous in Africa, are not a threat during
the day but will often honk and blow as they observe the riders go by. The route offers an opportunity for exciting
splashy canters. Having left the lake, riders cross open plains with some guick riding back towards the Main
Lodge.

After the morning's exerions, guests can relax around the swimming pool and enjoy the beautiful unspoilt
surroundings. The afternoon activity is polocrosse, an amalgam between polo and lacrosse. The game is highly
addictive and is sure to bring out competitive passions! Horses which are used to playing the game are used and
no previous experience of playing polocrosse is required. What is guaranteed is a great deal of fun.

Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Overnight at Main Lodge

Day 7 (Saturday): Jumping lane to sundowner spot

Enjoy breakfast before going on a magical ride to eastern wilderness pars of the reserve with very scenic views
across the highlands of the Waterberg.

In the afternoon, riders follow a route interspersed with optional cross country jumps on the way to sundowners in
a stunning spot with views over the rolling hills. A slow ride back to the Lodge at dusk completes the day's
adventure.

Meals included: Breakrast, Lunch & Dinner

Overmight at Main Lodge

Day & {Sunday): Final ride

By now riders are well versed in all aspects of the safari experience, and in consultation with their guides can
suggest a favourite ride for their final experience. This is a last opportunity to ride amongst Africa’s incredible
antelope species through a beautiful environment on superb horses. Following lunch in the garden it is time to
embark on the road fransfer back to the airport in Johannesburg.

Meals included: Breakfast & Lunch

Camp Dm-‘idsn_q e

LOME ThEL
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Other Info

Meeting: Vaalwater
Airport: O.R. Tambo Int'l Airport
Transfer: O.R. Tambo Int'l Airport
Distance: 250 km 3 hours
Pick up Day 1 is at 10:30am from the J'burg airport. Drop off is at approx 5:00pm on the last
day. Please book flights that arrive into SA no later than 9.00am and depart SA no earlier than
7.30pm.
Tack: McClellan saddles and English saddles
Horses: South African Boerperd, Shire Cross Thoroughbreds, Appalosas, and South Africar
Warmblood
Pace: Two riding activities a day. Longer rides (up to 3-4 hours) are scheduled for morning rides
with afternoon rides being shorter (1-2 hours).
Walk | Trot | Canter | Jumps |
Level: ool (4t050ut0f5) Strongintermediate
Weight: 190 Ibs f 85 kg
Riders: Min 2 riders Max 8 riders Max Capacity 16
(per riding group)
Riding helmets are mandatory for this ride.
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Rates and Dates 2026 - IT-SASR06

Rates include: Accommodations (standard room for single occupancy / chalet for double occupancy), All meals with drinks, Activities as described in the itinerary & 7 riding days.
Helmets can be provided

Packages and Options

AZ2026 8 day trip - High season £2700 $3590
Upgrade to chalet room for single travelers £1080 51435
B 2026 8 day trip - Mid season £2320 $3085
Uparade to chalet room for single travelers £930 $1235
C 2026 & day trip - Low season EX{15 33610
Upagrade to chalet room for single travelers £855 511356

The US Dollar Rate is based on a GBP Exchange Rate of 1.33 and subject to currency fluctuation

Transfer Option

Description

2026 Group transfers from Johannesburg/O.R. Tambo Int'l Airport, pp, one way £175 %235
2026 Discount for children 16 and below — please inquire
2026 Triple occupancy discount —please inguire

2026 Conservation levy £70 595
2026 Big Five Game Drive, pp £98 $130
Tour Dates

Open all year - daily arrivals.

Rates do not include:Upgrade to chalet room for signgle occupancy, Game drive, Gratuities (payable only in cash) & Airport transfers. Conservation levy
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Reservation Form

Hidden Trails Qutdoor Reservation Form

Tour : Code#:  from: to:
R s
The Travelers Male | Single | Birth oS
Date | Heignt | Weight!| 16" :
(Last Name, First Name) Famalol ot e | é?c"@?%éf}?@'/

-
13

I:l A
2,

[l LI |
3

m|E
4.

00000

OO

©If maore than 200 1bs we neec to raconfirm with our partnars first ™ Details on distary needs on separate sheet, pleasa.
Special Diets:
How often do you exercise? Describe your experience:
Have you been on other riding tours? No %) Yes & .} last trip when? Trip:

If Hidden Trails offers a transfer from the local airport/station: | would like the transfer to be included: YES ': ) NO ':_-,‘

In an emergency, name and phone number of contact:

Attention: Pleass, if there is more than one participant, all have to sign the reservation form - make copies if needed

With my signature | confirm my reservation of the listed program(s) under the Hidden Trails Booking Conditions, I'm aware, and
I made all participants aware of the risk involved with these outdoor adventure activities. All participants have read and agree
with the Hidden Trails Booking Conditions and the Hidden Trails Recreational Activity Release and Indemnify Agreement in this
brochure or as listed on the Internet.

1 {we) will sign and forward the Recreational Activity Release and Indemnity Agreement at least 8 weeks before trip starting date.

Last Name and First Name (The Traveler)

Street e-maif

City State Pastal/Zip Code
Phone (wk]} frm) Fax

Date Signature (mandatory) 1.

Please, charge a 25% deposit (minimum $ 330 per persen) now and

full payment 10 weeks before starting date to my credit card. Additional Signatures:

For payments by  VISA i-_l or Mastercard ’\:l {no debit cards) i}
Cardholder:
e e - S 3
Card #
e L EE LR PR R 3 digit Security # -------------- i
Exp.Date: Signature:
Billing Address for Credit Card (if different than maling address): Travel Cancellation Insurance cesdit car required

Sign me (us) up -':,' initial

-

- . . "'"! " s
| have enclosed a check for the deposit 1} No, we will provide our own_' initial ____

Hidden Trails Ltd. 659A Moberly Rd.  Vancouver, BC V5Z 4B2 FAX: 604-323-1148 Phone: 604-323-1141
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Hidden Trails

659A Moberly Road
Vancouver, BC
Canada V5Z 4B2

Toll Free: 1-888-9 TRAILS
(1-888-987-2457)

Phone: 604-323-1141

FAX: 604-323-1148

From the U .K.:
Phone 020-323-96201
Fax 0203-004-1200

Skype  hiddentrails

E-mail info@hiddentrails.com
Website www.hiddentrails.com

Office hours:
Mo-Fr 8:30 amto 6 pm
Pacific Standar? Time

Hidden Trails — www hiddentrails.com — Call 1-888-9-TRAILS or 604-323-1141 - info@hiddentrails.com



	Cover Page
	About Hidden Trails 
	South African Explorer - South Africa, Southern Africa
	Reservation Form
	Back Cover

