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About Hidden Trails

Hidden Trails is owned and operated by nature enthusiasts who love the outdoors and
adventure activities. We have been involved with outdoor vacations for over 20 vears.
We have collected the best outdoor vacation destinations all over the world in some
hidden places we would like to share with you.

These vacations are about forging rivers, biking along canals and through forests,
hiking along age-old trails, gazing at beantiful vistas and encountering foreign cultures.
But most of all, these trips are about getting away from the cycle of too nmch work
and never enough free time.

Escape from the rituals, which long ago froze our nights and days into little more than
routine and away from the worries of our new tense times. [t is so satisfying when we
take the plhinge of adventure - it's unfortunate that we invent so many reasons to put
aside living our dreams of adventure. It is sometimes a tangled web that we weave
through life. Some of the threads reveal a work-a-day world of commitments, duties
and obligations. Other threads are of a quiet fabric of hope. responsibility and
refreshment.

On our adventures vou see the real country, its back country and meet the locals. The
love for the outdoors has no boundaries but possesses a common language we all
speak and understand.

You will experience new countries and their customs and make new friends.

These trips have been tested by our staff or associates and received our stamp of
approval. If vou are considering a special outdoor vacation anywhere in the world, call
us first and let our experienced consultants match the perfect trip with vour dream.

We will listen to vou and give you objective adwice to help vou choose the best
destination and adventure.

Your vacation is the most precious time of the year and we are committed to making it
the most memorable time of your life. Wherever you go, have a great time and bring
back some peace of mind.

Thank vou for your continued support.
Ryvan Schmidt
Hidden Trails

Hidden Trails

Phone: 604-323-1141

Fax: 604-323-1148

Toll Free: 1-888-9-TRATLS

from within the USA or Canada or
E-mail:  info/@hiddentrails com

Website: www hiddentrails com/outdoor

Address:
659A Moberly Road. Vancouver BC Canada V3Z 4B3
4406 Tennyson Road, Willmington, DE USA 19802

Toll Free from the U.K.:
Ph: 0- 808 189-0420
Fax: 0-808-280-1860

Toll Free Worldwide:
Skype: hiddentrails
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Great Namibian

Tour Code: PG-NANW
11 days / 10 nights ~§7 250.00
Dates: April to Sept

Trip Rating : @990®
Difficulty : ¥l
Lodging: &€

Tack: Skirted endurance-type
saddles

Horses: Arab, Haflinger, Lipizzaner,
Trakehner...

Pace: 20- 60km (13 to 30 miles) a
day, upt..

Walk Trot,Canter,

Airport: Windhoek

Desert Trail - Namibia, Southern Africa
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Introduction

MNamibia, Namibia

Central Mamibia offers spectacular and fascinating contrasts; from Khomas Highland mountains and
escarpment to the Kuiseb Canyon; the Tinkas, Tumas and Welwitschia plains, Moon Valley, the seasonal
Swakop River and the coastal dunes ofthe Atlantic Ocean. Crossing the oldest desert in the world on horseback
is an experience of a lifetime! Arguably one of the most scenic deserts on the planet, the Namib, with its iconic
ocher dunes and vast grassy plains, is a sensual delight. With a surprisingly varied wildlife for this seemingly
inhospitable ‘wasteland’, it holds wonderful surprises for those who have the eyes to see.

Explore unique and spectacular desert landscapes on super fit and responsive horses.

You will ride fast for long stretches and yet, with some preparation, it is within the capabilities of most seasoned
riders. Throughout the rides you are accompanied by an excellent horse people and adventurer whose riding and
organizational skills will continually impress you. The horses are strong and fit as they live on the rough terrain in
the bush.

This horse riding safari from near Sossusviei to Swakopmund on the Atlantic Coast this is our most challenging
ride and not for the faint-hearted butis, undeniably, the ride of a lifetime!

Accomodation

Accommodations
This is a wilderness ride, so you will be staying in a mixture of lodges and camping.

Description

You will be staying in alodge for 2 nights and camp for & nights. Consider yourself 'unplugged’ while on safari —
cell-phone reception is minimal at best and internet not at all except in cities and larger towns. Water is a very
precious commodity in a desert, so0 while it is possible to rinse a few smalls things on safari, only lodges and
hotels have laundry service.

Accommodation ltinerary - subject to changes based on availability
Night 1 & 2: Lodge in Windhoek

Night 3 & 4: Camping in Naukluft

Might 5 & 6: Camping in Gaub/Kuiseb canyons

Might 7 - 9: Camping in the Mamib Plains by Swakop River

Night 10: Camping in Swakopmund

=

Lodge in Windhoek

The main lodge building comprises a dining room, a centrally situated bar, a lounge with fireplace, a conference
room and a boardroom. Mestled outside, between the lounge and dining area, is the pool (great for swimming
lengths — it really is guite long!) The elevated wooden deck offers a fairytale view of Windhoek. The Lodge and the
rooms have been designed to emulate old German farm houses — think ‘stoep’ with ‘afdakkie’ and pots of
geraniums. The 20 guest chalets consist of 14 twin chalets and 6 double chalets (all chalets have ensuite
bathrooms with showers, toilets, and basins). Two of the chalets have been designed with honeymooners in
mind and have baths instead of showers. All rooms have feather duvets wrapped in 100% cotton, environmentally
friendly guest amenities, and unparalleled service and hospitality. 6 chalets offerviews of Windhoek and 14 face
east offering superb sunrise views of the Moltkeblick Mountain. You'll also have WIF] available.
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Camping

While we do provide tents if needed, generally guests sleep out under the stars on cozy cots with bedding. The
cots have bedrolls consisting of an insulating mattress, duck-down double duvet, and pillow - can zip up and has
a waterproof cover. Hot bucket showers and chemical loos travel along with us - we endeavor to provide a shower
every night but if water is scarce, one night might be shower-less.

Room Occupancy
Single supplement is waived if you are willing to share.

Meals
All meals are included from dinner on Day 1 to breakfast on the last day.

Breakfast is typically porridge or cereal, coffee ortea and a hot dish.

On days we are able to meet up with the supply trucks a light lunch is served, where this is not possible,
sandwiches are enjoyed under a shady tree.

Dinneris a delight of typically Namibian fare; wild Game, free-range beef or Karoo mutton served as braai (grilled
over an open fire) or potjie (pot casserole) with vegetables and a surprise dessert also made on the open fire.

Tea, coffee, and juice are always available in camp with chilled drinks, beer, wine, etc. available in the evenings.
All drinks are included in the costwhilst on the ride. Only drinks at the first night lodges, guestfarms, restaurants,
and petrol stations while en-route are not included in the package rate.

Dietary Restrictions
We can easily cater to vegetarians. We cannot fully cater to vegans, so please supply your own snacks.

Riding

Riding Level

Do not underestimate the physical toll living outside take on you- come very fit! You need to be balanced in the
saddle and stay off your horse’s back without having to hang onto their mouth at all paces. You need to be able to
post trot. This is one of our most challenging ride, requiring a technical scramble into and out of the Kuiseb
Canyon.

If you do notride regularly (2 - 3 times a week), we strongly recommend that you getinto practice before joining
one of our challenging safaris. This is a challenging ride suitable for confident intermediate riders. Please not, we
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reserve e Ngnt 10 pPrevent anyone om raing 1 we Teel ey ao not TUImi e MINIMUm compelence 1evel as
indicated or if weight and fitness level do not fall within that recommended for these challenging safaris.

Pace

You will ride in the morning for 4-5 hours, have a lunch break for 1-2 hours, and then continue riding for another 2-
3 hours, totaling around 6-8 hours per day in the saddle for 7 days. You will cover 20-60km per day at all paces
and over rough terrain. Other days may be less. This is one of our longest ride with a total of 300 km covered!
Pace depends on the terrain and temperatures as well as on fitness and weight of riders with walk, trot, canter
and gallop.

Because Namibia has such wide-open spaces, itis possible to accommodate up to 15 riders on most trails plus
2 - 3riding guides.

Horses

Your horse will be chosen from a mixed herd of many breeds i.e. Arab, Haflinger, Trakehner, ranch horses, they
are small to medium-sized (14.3 to almost 16 hands) sure-footed horses raised on rough terrain, some ofthem
with experience in endurance riding, and every one of them a kind, reliable companion that deserves the very best
treatment and care.

Each rider is responsible for grooming, regularly checking over, and tacking up their own horse (assistance is
given when required). Itis this experience that cements the bond between you and the horse you must rely on to
carry you across the desert.

Tack

We use skirted endurance type saddles with heavy padding for the comfort of horse and rider. Each saddle is
fitted with two specially made water bottle holders {water bottles supplied). If you normally ride with a sheepskin
bumnah you may bring your own (western shaped). We use a simple snaffle bridle over the halter

Weight Limit
We have a strict weight limit of 85 kg dressed in your riding gear — fit riders heavier than this will need to hire a
2nd horse. Our absolute maximum weight limit is 93 kg.

Hard Hats
Hard hats are obligatory, unless medical insurers acknowledge that you will still be insured, should you choose
notto wear a hard hat.

Safety

Your safety and enjoyment are of paramount importance to us while you are our guest. Please alert us to any
personal medical condition, allergies included and ensure you have all essential personal medication before
arriving in Windhoek.

Children & Non-Riders

Experienced children riders who are accompanied by their parents are welcome — but please remember that
these rides can be quite strenuous — so parents must use their judgment as to whether their children are
suitable. Anyone unable to keep up with the group may have to travel in the supportvehicle at some times. Non-
riding companions are also welcome to join the trip and travel with the trucks.

Insurance
Comprehensive medical insurance is required to ride with us. Ensure repatriation is included in your policy.
Travel insurance is recommended.

Itinerary

Sample Itinerary - subject to changes

Days begin at sunrise with the smell of freshly brewed coffee wafling through camp, followed by breakfast;
departure is generally by 8am with 4 — 5 hours riding before lunch. Lunch breaks are an hour to 2 hours followed
by another 2 — 3 hours riding in the afternoon.

Day 1: Arrival
Arrive Windhoek's Hosea Kutako Airport —airport transfer to overnight lodge where you will meet the other riders
and guide for dinner and a briefing.

Day 2: To the Hamib!

Transfer to desert (about a 5-hour drive), through some spectacular Namib landscapes including a dramatic drop
off the escarpment with an arresting view of the desert below. After lunch we depart for a wisit to the dunes at
Sossusviei, returning to camp by sunset.

Days 3 and 4: First Ride

Our first ride begins amid the encircling Naukluft (German for ‘narrow gorge’) — a short ride before lunch allows
you to get more acquainted with your horse before we ride into the undulations and isolated hills which are a
feature of this area.

Days 5 and 6: The Canyons

While Namibia's westward-flowing rivers rarely flow, they all run through deep valleys etched at a time when
Mamibia was wetter and sea levels were lower. We cross twoa river canyons on our way to the Mamib plains; the
Gaub and the much larger Kuiseb which forms a dramatic endto the 400 km long Namib Sand Sea. Following
the tracks of Mountain Zebra which crisscross the steep sides of the canyon, a technical descent requires some
walking/scrambling into and out of the Canyon. The high, narrow walls of the canyon preserve an almost year-

rannAd cumnbe Af rracinne seatoar far bhon
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game in this area.

Days 7 to 10: Hamib Plains to the Swakop River

Good going affords some fast-paced riding on the wide grassy plains on the Mamib. Dry watercourses,
distinguishable by the long lines of acacia trees marking their courses, are much favored resting place of Giraffe,
Springbok and Oryx. As the plains become more arid strange shapes form and disappear in mirages and
dinosaur-like plants, the gnarled Welwitschia Mirabilis, tell of a land of great antiquity and also of tremendous
solitude. The Swakop river basin has eroded a truly ancient geology (600 million years old) exposing a bizarre
moon like landscape. Curious black ridges of dolerite intrusions form whalebacks on the hills surrounding the
river basin. And finally to the sea with the last canter along the beach - the end of a truly epic adventure.

Day 11: Departure for Windhoek Airport
Early breakfast and transfer to Windhoek (just over 4-hour commute) arriving in time for departure flights from
Windhoek International Airport after 3 pm.

Other Info
Meeting: Windhoek
Airport: Windhoek
Transfer: Windhoek aiport

Distance: 70 miles

We provide ground transfers from and to Windhoek through Windhoek Airport Shuttle and
Tours. Meet us at the Windhoek airport on Day 1 FPlease arrive in Windhoek no later than 17:00
{5:00pm).

At the end of the trip - departure flights should not be before 3:00pm.

Tack: Skirted endurance-type saddles

Horses: Arab, Haflinger, Lipizzaner, Trakehner, ranch horse, even cross-breeds of the famous wilc
horses of the Namib Desert, efc

Pace: 20- 60km (13 to 30 miles) a day, up to 6 hours in the saddle. You should be a fit anc
experienced rider. The pace depends upon the terrain and temperatures but there are
many long fast trots, canters and gallops.

Walk | Trot | Canter |

Level: ™o (35104 0utofs) Strong Intermediate+

Weight: 190 1bs/85kg

Riders: Min 4 riders Max 15 riders
Riding helmets are mandatory for this ride.
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Rates and Dates 2025 - PG-NANW

Rates include: All accommodations, All meals with drinks in camp, 7 riding days, Sightseeing to the World Heritage site of the Namib Sand Sea at Sossusviei & Transfers

Packages and Options

A 2025 11 day trip £6200 $7935

The US Dollar Rate is based on a GBP Exchange Rate of 1.28 and subject to currency fluctuation

Transfer Option

Description

2025 Transfer fromito Windhoek Airport included

2025 Single supplement - if requested only £275 $355
2025 Over 85 kg (extra horse charge) £1065 $1365
Tour Dates

A 2025 04/11/2025 - 0412112025 11d/10n 11 day trip

A 2025 06/18/2025 - 06/28/2025 11d/10n 11 day trip

A 2025 08/20/2025 - 08/30/2025 11d/10n 11 day trip

A 2025 10/01/2025 - 10/11/2025 11d/10n 11 day trip
Min/Max: 4/15

Rates do not include:Drinks and refreshments at lodges/restaurants, Insurance (mandatory) & Gratuities
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Rates and Dates 2024 - PG-NANW

Rates include: All accommodations, All meals with drinks in camp, 7 riding days, Sightseeing to the World Heritage site of the Namib Sand Sea at Sossusviei & Transfers

Packages and Options

A2024 11 day trip £5800 $7250
The US Dollar Rate is based on a GBP Exchange Rate of 1.25 and subject to currency fluctuation

Transfer Option

Description

2024 Transfer fromito Windhoek Airport included

2024 Single supplement - if requested only £250 %315
2024 Over 85 kg (extra horse charge) £1065 $1330
Tour Dates

A 2024 04/10/2024 - 0412012024 11d/10n 11 day trip

A 2024 05/22/2024 - 06/01/2024 11d/10n 11 day trip

A 2024 07/03/2024 - 07/13/2024 11d/10n 11 day trip

A 2024 081442024 - 0812412024 11d/10n 11 day trip

A 2024 09/25/2024 - 10/05/2024 11d/10n 11 day trip
Min/Max: 415

Rates do not include:Drinks and refreshments at lodges/restaurants, Insurance (mandatory) & Gratuities
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Reservation Form

Hidden Trails Qutdoor Reservation Form

Tour : Code #: from: to:
o ;
The Travelers Single | Birth . R v
(Last Name, First Name) Fg“aﬁﬁ g:fg; ,,E,:E:Y Heloht } egh: J®§é§§ g
: o L

-
1

I:l | |
2,

[l -
3

O
4.

00 000

OO

© If mare than 200 1bs we neec to raconfirm with our partnars first ** Datails on dietary needs on separate sheet, pleasa.
Special Diets:
How often do you exercise? Describe your experience:
Have you been on other riding tours? No %) Yes & .} last trip when? Trip:

If Hidden Trails offers a transfer from the local airport/station: | would like the transfer to be included: YES '1 ) NO ':_:‘

In an emergency, name and phone number of contact:

Attention: Pleass, if there is more than one participant, all have to sign the reservation form - make copies if needed

With my signature | confirm my reservation of the listed program(s) under the Hidden Trails Booking Conditions, I'm aware, and
I made all participants aware of the risk involved with these outdoor adventure activities. All participants have read and agree
with the Hidden Trails Booking Conditions and the Hidden Trails Recreational Activity Release and Indemnify Agreement in this
brochure or as listed on the Internet.

I {we) will sign and forward the Recreational Activity Release and Indemnity Agreement at least 8 weeks before trip starting date.

Last Name and First Name (The Traveler)

Street e-maif

City State Pastal/Zip Code
Phone (wk]} frm) Fax

Date Signature (mandatory) 1

Pleass, charge a 25% deposit (minimum $ 350 per persen) now and

full payment 10 weeks before starting date to my credit card. Additional Signatures:

For payments by  VISA Q-_l or Mastercard ’\:1 {no debit cards) 2.
Cardholder:
i . S 3
Card #
B e EE L L L PR 3 digit Security # -------------- i
Exp.Date: Signature:
Billing Address for Credit Card (if different than maling address): Travel Cancellation Insurance cedt cars recuired

Sign me (us) up TV initial

-

- . . "'"! " ags
| have enclosed a check for the deposit 1} No, we will provide our own_ initial ____

Hidden Trails Ltd. 659A Moberly Rd.  Vancouver, BC V5Z 4B2 FAX: 604-323-1148 Phone: 604-323-1141
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Hidden Trails

659A Moberly Road
Vancouver, BC
Canada V57 4B2

Toll Free: 1-888-9 TRAILS
(1-888-987-2457)

Phone: 604-323-1141

FAX: 604-323-1148

From the U.K.:
Phone 020-323-96201
Fax 0203-004-1200

Skype  hiddentrails

E-mail info@hiddentrails.com
Website www.hiddentrails.com

Office hours:
Mo-Fr 8:30 amto 6 pm
Pacific Standar? Time
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